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(54) Waterkettle 

(57) A waterkettle system (100) with alert signal, 
which have as purpose to give a user of the waterkettle 
system the information if water has been heated, or if 
manual or pre-set temperature is reached. This hap- 
pens in the waterkettle system with a signal. The water- 
kettle system comprising a waterkettle (102), a contain- 
er (104), an electrical signal unit (106), an automatic 
power switch device (1 08), a base unit (112) and a man- 



ual power switch device (110). SignalVsound unit (106) 
comprising an electric circuit with an alarm, which is in 
very base unit (112). A current supplier system is the 
parts in the waterkettle system with can be connected 
with an external mains. The power system comprising 
the parts that current can go through. The signal unit 
senses if current voltage is of or in the water boiling sys- 
tem and gives thereby an acoustic or visual signal. 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001 ] Present invention relates to a device for water- 
kettles, especially for a water kettle system with alert sig- 
nal. 

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART 

[0002] Today there are many kinds of waterkettles, 
among others waterkettles for use in household, for ex- 
ample to heat water for tea. 

[0003] There are several models of waterkettles have 
a whistle mounted on the pipe, which begin to sound by 
the steam pressure when the water begins to boil. The 
purpose with the whistle is to notify the user that water 
is ready for use. 

[0004] In the British application GB 2 206 277, "Elec- 
tric kettle - , by Maurits E Demeyere, is a waterkettle de- 
scribed with a whistle that sounds when required tem- 
perature is reached, 99°C to 100°C. The whistle is 
mounted on a lid of the waterkettle. 
[0005] Modern waterkettles have however today an 
automatic turn off device when water is heated, why the 
steam pressure will not be built in time. The whistle will 
only be able to sound for a short moment or not at all, 
before the waterkettle is turned off. The turn off occurs 
for example by means of a bimetal spring, which is ac- 
tivated by heat, when the heat is transported by the 
steam pressure in the waterkettle. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] One purpose with present invention is to 
achieve a waterkettle that gives a signal when the water 
is heated, even if the waterkettle is provided with an au- 
tomatic turn off device. 

[0007] Another purpose with the present invention is 
to achieve a waterkettle that gives a sound and/or a light 
signal when the water reaches the pre-set temperature 
even if the waterkettle system is provided with an auto- 
matic turn off device. 

[0008] A further purpose with the present invention is 
to achieve a watarkettle gives a sound- and/or light sig- 
nal when there is no water in the container. 
[0009] A further purpose that the present invention 
solves is to get a waterkettle that gives a sound- and/or 
light signal when the water level is too low. 
[0010] The present invention relates preferably to a 
waterkettle, a feeding bottle heater etc, with signal that 
warns when the content is hot. 
The present invention the waterkettle solves the prob- 
lem in a simple way: When the current to the waterkettle 
disconnects, it will give a signal. A signal unit is connect- 
ed to the power source in the waterkettle! The signal unit 
sounds when the power is disconnected, i.e. when re- 
quired temperature have been achieved, or if the heated 



matter has been disconnected prematurely. 
[0011] One advantage with the present invention is 
consequently that it in a simple way solves the problem 
with the signal when the water reaches boiling level or 

5 the pre-set temperature level. 

[001 2] Another advantage with above invention is that 
it warns if the heated matter has been turned off prema- 
turely, either manually or if any of the security systems 
have been released and made so that the waterkettle 

10 has been turned off. 

[0013] The invention will now be described with the 
help of preferred embodiments and with reference to the 
enclosed drawings. 

IS BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[001 4] Figure 1 shows a schematic cross-section of a 
waterkettle system.Figure 2 shows a schematic bottom- 
section of a base unit to the waterkettle system. 

20 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

[001 5] A first preferred embodiment, Figure 1 , shows 
a waterkettle system 100 with a waterkettle 102 which 

25 at least comprises a container 104, an electrical signal 
unit 106, an automatic power switch device 108, a base 
unit 1 1 2, a manual power switch device 110. The signal-/ 
sound-unit 106, an electric circuit with an alarm, is in the 
base unit 112 itself. A power supply system is parts in 

30 the waterkettle system 1 00 that are connected to an ex- 
ternal main. Among other things the power supply sys- 
tem can comprise of the automatic power switch device 
108, the base unit 112, the manual power switch device 
110, and all other parts that current can pass through. 

35 [0016] The waterkettle 102 is also comprised of a 
heater unit 1 20 with a base plate 1 22, which is connect- 
ed to the container 104 which in its turn is connected to 
an opening 124 to guide the steam which has been built 
up when a liquid has been heated. The collected steam 

40 is lead via a channel 126 to a bimetal 1 28 that is con- 
nected to the automatic power switch device 1 08. 
[0017] Figure 2 shows that the signal unit 1 06 is con- 
nected to the base unit 112. The power supply goes 
through a power cable 202 that in its turn is connected 

45 to the signal unit 106. The signal unit 106 can be con- 
nected in such way that it can senses if current/voltage 
is on/off in the waterkettle system 100. 
[001 8] The signal unit 1 06 is connected in series with 
current to the heat unit 120 and have such a nature that 

50 it liberates its energy to a device that produce signals, 
for example a piezoelement, when the circuit discon- 
nects. The energy to run the device that produces sig- 
nals is stored in a capacitor, which is not shown in the 
Figures. 

55 [001 9] The waterkettle system 1 00 functions in the fol- 
lowing way: When a switch, not shown in the figures, on 
the power cable 202 to the waterkettle system 1 00 is put 
into power socket the waterkettle system 100 gives a 
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beep-sound, this function is not a requirement for the 
this invention. The signal unit 106 will give sound when 
the automatic power switch device 108 senses if power 
is turned on/off. Thereafter the waterkettle 1 02 connects 
to the base unit 112, if such exists. The water is pored s 
into the container 104 that is in contact with the base 
plate 122, which is connected to the heating unit 120. 
The water is heated with assistance of the heating unit 
120, see Figure 1, which heats the base plate 122 so 
that the water at the end will be heated. The heating unit 10 
1 20 gets its power from the base unit 1 1 2, whose central 
hub 114 transfers current via small electrical tin-plates 
1 1 6 which are in connection with the mains via the power 
cable 202. Hot steam from the heated water is led into, 
with assistance of the steam pressure, and through the is 
opening 124; and thereafter through channel 126 to the 
end reach the bimetal 128, as sit in the automatic power 
switch device 1 08. The bimetal 128 will change at a pre- 
determined value, thereby the arm of the automatic 
power switch device 1 08 that are joined pivotally round 20 
its rotation point. When the electrical tin-plate of the au- 
tomatic power switch device 108 is disconnected the 
signal unit 106 will release its energy, thereby the signal 
unit 106 will give a sound signal, or a other type of signal 
as being noticed by the user that the heated matter is 25 
ready. In connection with the automatic power switch 
device 1 08 is turned off, is also the manual power switch 
device 110 turned off. 

[0020] If the heated matter is prematurely disconnect- 
ed, for example when the waterkettle 102 is lifted from 30 
its base unit 112 the automatic power switch device 1 08 
will be turned off like the manual power switch device 
1 1 0 since the base unit 1 1 2 have a special switch by the 
central hub 114 senses that the waterkettle 102 has 
been removed from the base unit 112. Consequently al- 35 
so in this case, the signal unit 1 06 will warn the user that 
the heated matter has been disconnected prematurely. 
[0021] The signal unit 1 06 can give a signal in folbw 
cases; when the power to the waterkettle 102 is discon- 
nected, it will say when the water is heated. Alternative *o 
when the heated matter manually disconnects through 
the manual power switch device 110 that will be turned 
off on the waterkettle 102. Further alternative is when 
the waterkettle 102 is lifted from the base unit 112, i.e. 
consequently when the waterkettle 1 02 can not get the 
power. The waterkettle system 100 can also give signal 
if any of the security systems break the circuit, i.e. if the 
water kettle is dry, or if the user forgets to fill the water- 
kettle 102. 

[0022] The signal unit 1 06 can also be run by a power so 
accumulator unit or a battery whose energy as a hole or 
partly releases when circuit disconnects. 
[0023] Another preferred embodiment of the signal 
unit 106 can be that it can get its energy directly from 
mains, i.e. that in previously have a charged energy as 55 
will be released when the signal unit 106 gives the sig- 
nal. 

[0024] The signal unit 106 can according to the pre- 



vious description can also, if so desired, give notice to 
the user in another way than with sound, for example 
with visual signal, a light device, a flashing light. In this 
way the user can be notified that the water has been 
heated. 

[0025] In the waterkettle system 100 there is also a 
security system which senses bimetal if the base plate 
122 becomes to hot, for example if the water boils dry 
or if the user forgets to fill water. Even other security 
systems are conceivable which can interrupt the water- 
kettle 102 when something is wrong. In all these cases 
the signal unit 106 senses the current/voltage that has 
been disconnected. 
[0026] Other preferred embodiment: 
Naturally a sound unit 106 is not limited to be placed in 
its base unit 112 but can even be put anywhere in the 
waterkettle 102 or in connection to the automatic/man- 
ual power switch device 108, 110. In this case the wa- 
terkettle 1 02 obtains its power from power cable 202 di- 
rectly into in the waterkettle 102 or via a male-female 
connector. In this case the signal unit can be within the 
waterkettle 102 or as a separate unit outside the water- 
kettle 102. 

[0027] Another embodiment is when the signal unit 
106 has been connected to the automatic power switch 
device 108 that activates the manual power switch de- 
vice 110. 

[0028] Another embodiment is when the signal unit 
1 06 can be activated mechanically through a secondary 
power switch device, or another type of signal can be 
disconnected by an optical switch. The automatic power 
switch device 108 can have a moveable pivot arm that 
is moved in on and off position. 
[0029] Further possible function that the signal unit 
106 can be used for is when the waterkettle 102 con- 
nects to the mains so will the signal unit 106 give a sig- 
nal, a certain amount of times, which are predetermined 
to confirm that for the waterkettle 1 02 has been connect- 
ed to the mains. Naturally there is no need for this func- 
tion for all waterkettle systems according to invention. 



Claims 

1 . A device for a waterkettle system (1 00) wh ich com- 
prises a signal unit (106), and a power supply sys- 
tem, characterized of, that the signal unit is con- 
nected to the power supply system in the waterket- 
tle system, in such a manner that the signal unit is 
activated if current/voltage is turned off in the wa- 
terkettle system. 

2. A device according to patent claim 1 , character- 
ized of, that the signal unit is activated if current/ 
voltage is turned on in the waterkettle system. 

3. A device according to patent claim 1 or 2, where 
waterkettle system also comprises an automatic 
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power switch device (108), characterized of, that 
the signal unit is connected to the automatic power 
switch device. 

4. A device according to patent claims 1 and/or 2, 3, s 
where the waterkettle system also is comprised of 

a manual power switch device (110), characterized 
of, that the signal unit is connected to the manual 
power switch device. 

10 

5. A device according to any of the above patent 
claims, where the waterkettle system also is com- 
prised of a base unit (112), characterized of, that 
the signal unit is connected to the base unit. 

75 

6. A device according to patent claim 5, character- 
ized of, that the waterkettle is connected to the 
base unit through a hut (11 4), which transfer current 
via a tin-plate (116). 

20 

7. A device according to any of above patent claims, 
characterized of, that the signal unit is connected 
to a power accumulator unit. 

8. A method which gives signal when using a water- 25 
kettle system (100) with a signal unit (106), and a 
power supply system, comprised of the following 
steps: to connect the waterkettle system to the 
mains, to pour liquid in the system, to let the liquid 

be heated up, and turn off the waterkettle system, 30 
characterized of, that the electrical signal unit is 
connected to the power supply system in the water- 
kettle system, and that the method further compris- 
es of the following steps: to sense if current/voltage 
is turned off in the waterkettle system which is done 35 
by the signal unit and then to give signal which is 
done by the signal unit. 



9. A method according to patent claim 6, character- 
ized of, that the method further comprises of the 40 
following steps: to sense if the current/voltage is 
turned on in the waterkettle system which is done 

by the signal unit and then to give signal which is 
done by the signal unit. 

45 

10. A method to give signal when using a waterkettle 
system (100) according to patent claim 8 and/or 9, 
comprised of the fol towing steps: to connect the wa- 
terkettle system to mains, and to turn off the water- 
kettle system when the liquid have reached the de- so 
sired temperature, characterized of, that the meth- 
od further comprises of the following step: to give 

an acoustic or visual signal from the signal unit in 
the waterkettle system after that the water has been 
heated up and turned off. 55 
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